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	Student 
	
	Student #
	

	Teacher
	
	Date
	

	Subject
	
	Room #
	



PURPOSE:
This STEM program is designed to be practical by providing hands-on skills involving the use of various apparatus, equipment, chemicals, specimens, tools and other items typically found in the laboratory.  Your Science teacher will introduce students to various activities involving these products that may present potential hazards or risks, therefore, ALL students must conduct themselves in a safe and responsible manner at all times.  Students are expected to follow safety procedures at all times, ask for clarification if they are not 100% certain on the safer operation of any equipment or materials, and to notify the teacher if they discover a damaged or broken item in the laboratory.  Students making poor choices and exhibiting unwanted or dangerous behaviors will be subject to consequences including removal from the science laboratory.  
GENERAL SAFETY PROCEDURES:  
1.  Students are expected to behave respectfully at all times; students understand that fooling around or horseplay causes preventable injuries and accidents to themselves or others.
2.  Do not enter laboratory or science classroom unless a teacher is present.  No unauthorized entry. 
3.  Students must always wear personal protective equipment (PPE) including safety goggles, safety glasses with side lenses, protective gloves, lab aprons, ear protection and other items as directed by the instructor.  Failure to wear PPE properly will result in the student being removed from the room for liability reasons.  Wearing your PPE appropriately is the only acceptable manner to ensure safety.
4.  Students must follow safety precautions specific to each piece of equipment, apparatus or tools being used. If unsure about the safer operation of the equipment, the student must speak to the teacher and gain a thorough understanding before operating any item or handling any possible chemical or biological products.  Only follow the lab techniques and handling procedures from your teacher.    
5. Students who have long hair (past shoulder) must keep it held back with a hairband, hairnet, or worn in a ponytail as this is a health hazard when working in a laboratory due to possible open flames and the proximity of moving and rotating parts on certain items as well as potential liquid exposure.  
6.  Students are only allowed to wear close- toe shoes; no sandals or flip flops are permitted in the STEM laboratory at any time, even if it not a science activity or demonstration day for liability purposes.
7.  Students are advised to avoid or tie back loose clothing that might get caught in equipment, apparatus, or tools in the science laboratory.  Wear appropriate clothing for laboratory work. 
8.  Students must remove all jewelry before conducting any activity in the laboratory including watches, rings, necklaces, earrings and other decorative items as this is a health and safety hazard. 
9.  Students are to follow the instructions sequentially and only handle or operate the equipment when you are instructed to do so by your teacher and you have a comprehensive understanding of the safer operating procedures of what you are using.  When in doubt – ASK the teacher for guidance! 
10.  Students are to concentrate on the scientific investigation or activity and do not distract others in the room.  Focus is extremely important in the science laboratory. 
11.  Students are to immediately notify the teacher of any damaged or broken equipment, materials or tools as this is a legitimate safety risk for themselves and others.
12.  Students must always use the equipment, apparatus and materials including all tools, chemicals and biological specimens appropriately and only for their intended purpose following safety instruction guidelines and training from the teacher.  Do not use anything else without approval from the teacher.
13.  Students are to keep their work areas neat and clean at all times; this includes properly storing equipment and materials according to the organizational system in your science laboratory. 
14.  Students are to notify the teacher if you are taking medication that identifies and precautions regarding operating machinery.  This is important for your personal safety and those around you.
15.  In the unlikely event of an accident, immediately report any injuries to the teacher. 
16.  Students are to strictly follow the specific safety and operating procedures for the items located in the science laboratory to ensure that they and their classmates are safer.
17.  Students must score 100% on all safety tests before operating any apparatus, equipment, tool or machines.  This is to demonstrate competency and to have a solid baseline understanding of the safer operating procedures for the various items located in the science laboratory or classroom.
I have read and understand the general safety guidelines above. My teacher has explained all of them to me and provided a demonstration.  I fully understand and agree to follow these science laboratory safety rules and practices at all times.  If at any time, I do not understand the safe way to use any tool, machinery, or hazardous materials, I will ask my teacher before I proceed.   This is my responsibility and I acknowledge that I have been provided with the safer science laboratory rules and will conduct myself in a responsible manner at all times in the laboratory for my safety and the safety of my classmates following the directions from my teacher prior to all activities in the lab.  

	
Student’s Signature 
	
	
Date
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I, 						 (student’s name) have read and agree to follow each of the safety procedures set forth in this safety acknowledgment form.  I realize that following these safety rules will help ensure my own safety along with the safety of my classmates and instructors.  I will cooperate with my instructors and classmates to maintain a safe learning environment.  I will follow written and verbal instructions provided by the instructor and on the various tools, equipment and machines and will only use appropriately.  I will accept responsibility for my actions and understand that I will be subject to disciplinary action if I violate safety rules or procedures. 


						                        				
(Student’s Signature)				            (Date)

Dear Parent/Guardian:  
The school and the district are excited that your child is participating in a STEM program that will provide them real world experience to prepare them for college and careers.  Students will not be allowed to work in the STEM lab or with tools, machinery, or hazardous materials until they return this signed contract with student and parent signature acknowledging understanding of safety rules and procedures and have scored 100% on all safety tests.  Students will be using some or all of the following items during their STEM program.
	Various apparatus
	Microscopes
	Specialized items
	Optics equipment
	Geological sets

	Sensors & Probes 
	Dissection tools
	Chemicals 
	Sound equipment 
	Pollution testing

	PPE Items
	Specimens 
	Chemistry Items
	Physics Apparatus
	Climate testing

	Various Glassware 
	Anatomical model
	Bunsen Burner
	Calibration devices
	Tools 

	Hot plates 
	Cellular products 
	Specialty Glassware
	Electricity Products
	Outdoor Kits 

	Core labware items
	Forensics Items
	pH Testing Items 
	Power Supplies 
	Analytical Devices

	Measurement tools
	Biological Products 
	Reactivity Products
	Thermodynamics 
	Spectral Analysis



I have reviewed the STEM Lab rules and procedures with my child and agree to hold my student to these standards.  My child has my express permission to use these tools and machinery under adult supervision after they have been properly trained. I understand the risks involved in using these tools and machinery. 
						                        				
(Parent’s Signature)				            (Date)
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